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Abstract: 

Sustainable real estate and socio-spatial inequalities: quantifying the impact of 

‘ÉcoQuartiers’ on segregation dynamics in the Paris Metropolitan Region  

In the context of climate change, the residential production has increasingly faced the imperative of 

ecological transition and sustainability. This has led, in France, to the development of eco-

neighbourhoods, encouraged by national policies. Since 2012, a state label ‘ÉcoQuartier’ has been 

institutionalized, rewarding exemplary eco-projects following twenty commitments. Proving its 

success, more than 500 operations have been labelled as ‘ÉcoQuartier’ in France. However, studies 

have pointed out the effects of green labelling on socio-economic inequalities, resulting in land 

value appreciation, or ‘green premium’ (Machline et al., 2020), and filtered access to this market 

for certain households (Valegeas, 2016; Piganiol, 2021). Therefore, ‘ÉcoQuartiers’ could lead to 

increased socio-spatial disparities in access to more sustainable housing. While research has studied 

this issue primarily using qualitative methodologies, quantified evidence is lacking to highlight the 

dynamics of this particular housing market.  

Thus, the purpose of this contribution is to explore the hypothesis of green segregation in French 

'ÉcoQuartiers' through quantitative methods, drawing on the works of land and real estate market 

geography (Le Goix et al., 2021), crossed with ecourbanism and housing studies. We focus on the 

case study of the Paris metropolitan region, using a database on ‘ÉcoQuartiers’ combined with two 

main datasets: real estate transaction data (BIEN, Chambre des Notaires) and census files (RP, 

Insee). We investigate this residential production through its financing, housing typology, operators 

and investors. Transaction data help characterize buying households, revealing two main profiles: a 

patrimonial class investing, and an underclass of purchasers. Census data specify the socio-

demographic change induced over a decade at a fine geographic scale (IRIS). This demonstrates 

different access to ownership in green neighbourhoods, and shows how it can lead to contrasting 

and more nuanced segregation dynamics. 
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